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Mr. James Warren Smith, Jr. 
County Attorney 
Frio County 
P.O. Box 1 
Pearsall, Texas 78601-3100 
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Dear Mr. Smith: 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under 
the Texas Open Records Act (the “Act”), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your 
request was assigned ID# 118705. 

The County of Frio (the “county”) received a request for the names of individuals 
comprising “any and ail ‘out of state’ and ‘TDCJ’ inmates and their offenses housed by your 
county since the contract with each entity was initiated.” You present several questions 
concerning the application of the act to the requested information. We have considered the 
questions raised and reviewed the submitted representative sample of information which 
consists solely of booking sheets.’ 

We observe that the county is willing to release the name and offense from the 
booking sheets, and the sheriff is willing to release the same from the jail logs. These 
releases are responsive to the request and we note that the county may choose to release all 
or part of the information at issue that is not otherwise confidential by law. Gov’t Code 
5 552.007. 

Next we observe that section 552.108(c) provides: 

‘We assume that ihe “representative samples” ofrecords submittedto this office is truly representative 
of the requested records as a whole. See Open Records Decision Nos. 499 (1988), 497 (1985). This open 
records letter does not reach, and therefore does not authorize the withholding of, any other requested records 
lo the extent that those records contain substantially different types of information than that submitted to this 
office. 
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(c) This section does not except horn the requirements of 
[sleetion 552.021 information that is basic information about 
an arrested person, an arrest, or a crime. 

Information normally found on the front page of an offense report is generally considered 
public. Houston Chronicle Publish g Co. v. City of Houston, 53 1 S.W.2d 177 (Tex. Civ. 
App.--Houston 114thDist.l 1975), writrefdn.r.e.per curiam, 536 S.W.2d 559 (Tex. 1976); 
Open Records Decision No. 127 (1976). Thus, you must release the type of information that 
is considered to be front page offense report information, even if this information is not 
actually located on the front page of the offense report. Consequently, the inmate’s name, 
charges and magistrate’s name would constitute front page information. 

The Texas General Services Commission sets rules specifying the methods and 
procedures for detemlining costs. Gov’t Code 5 552.262. Consequently, you may wish to 
contact the Texas General Services Commission concerning the costs authorized to provide 
copies of the information requested as well as possible strategies of cost recoupment. 
However, we note that in accordance with section 552.261, when a requestor seeks copies 
of public information contained in fifty or fewer pages of paper records, a governmental 
body may charge only for photocopying costs and may not charge for material, labor, or 
overhead, unless the pages to be copied are located in more than one building or a remote 
storage facility. In accordance with section 552.261(b), if the charge for providing a copy 
of public information includes costs of labor, the requestor may require the governmental 
body’s officer for public information or the officer’s agent to provide the requestor with a 
written statement as to the amount oftime that was required to produce and provide the copy. 

Additionally, we note that you are correct in your statement that this office cannot 
interpret contracts. Resolution ofconflicts between the State ofIdaho contract terms and the 
open records requirements of the State of Texas lies beyond the scope of the instant open 
records letter ruling. 

We are resolving this matter with an informal letter ruling rather than with a 
published open records decision. This ruling is limited to the particular records at issue 
under the facts presented to us in this request and should not be relied on as a previous 
determination regarding any other records. If you have any questions regarding this ruling, 
please contact our office. 

Yours very trulff7 

Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 
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Ref.: ID# 118705 

Enclosures: Submitted documents 

CC: Mr. Brian Collister 
Reporter 
KTBC-TV 
119 E. 106h Street 
Austin, Texas 78701 
(w/o enclosures) 


